Meeting Minutes
ILDA Board of Directors Meeting
14 May 2025

Conference Call

Members Present:  Brian Gonzalez, Horacio Pugliese, Derek Garbos, Christopher Short, Roberta McHatton
Staff Present:  Patrick Murphy (Director), David Kumpula (Secretary)

Member(s) or Staff Absent or Excused:   
Other Members:  Brianna Mercer (beginning until Awards Discussion 2:23PM), Richard Gonsolves (for the portion associated with CAA / Awards conversations)
Start Time: 
1:34 PM EDT

Close Time: 
3:13 PM EDT
Old Business
Safety Education/Incidents: Roberta McHatton provided a brief updated to ANSI Z136.10 on which work continues.   The original deadline was scheduled for June of this year, and work should complete close to that date.  Patrick Murphy indicated that he has a safety training class tomorrow which includes two people from the Portland Fire Department.

Portland (Oregon) Lasershow Permitting Regulations:  Brian Gonzalez and Roberta McHatton provided an update regarding the Portland City Fire Department which has declared that everyone that uses lasers for public events in the city is required to obtain a new permit for every show.  This includes local clubs that use lasers nightly.

FAA/FDA Electronic Submission Gateway Update:  Brian Gonzalez communicated that the ESG Webtrader system used to submit variances was successfully decommissioned and the new system is up and running.  

ILDA Annual Conference:  Patrick Murphy provided an update on the preparations being made for the next ILDA Conference.  AVI will be paying for continually running shuttle buses.  (Transportation from the hotel to the venue is a six-minute drive or a 30-minute walk.)  Horacio Pugliese provided an update on technical and setup considerations.  Projectors (manufactured by OPT) are sponsored by Bob Torrey (Laser Encore), however we still need to procure two 60kpps graphics projectors.  Horacio will check to ensure the projectors are satisfactory.   A Dropbox was be set up for technical team members to review venue pictures and discuss technical setups.  Patrick shared that the cultural tour will be the US Space Center which has seminars for leadership training.  They also have a scuba thing to do underwater astronaut training that is under consideration.  Christine Jenkin has asked that we have a session on ILDA membership and what we could do to improve our statistics.

Lord of Lasers Show in Poland:  This show went well and was attended by Brian Gonzalez and Derek Garbos.  Leshek (the organizer) wasn't able to attend this discussion to further debrief.  VisuTek, LaserTech Canada and Visual Sensations all presented 12 minute shows for this event.  Derek conveyed that the format was interesting and provided some suggestions for making this event repeatable including increasing the number of competitors from three to five or six.  There was a significant amount of (safe) crowd scanning during the shows.

<Richard Gonsalves jointed the meeting at this point>

ILDA Awards Artisitic and Technical Submissions:  The deadline passed at the end of April.  Richard Gonsalves provided an update on the progress of review and evaluation. Judges were secured and judging will start soon. 

Career Achievement Award Nominees:  Patrick Murphy reviewed that there was a suggestion that CAA nominees be excluded from any discussions and review.  (Richard Gonsalves is one of the nominees this year.)  The Board discussed the nominees to ensure they met the established criteria.  The Board removed one nomination based on the inability to confirm that the nomination details met the required criteria.

<Richard Gonsalves Left Here>

MOTION for Career Achievement Award (CAA) Processes:  Brian Gonzalez proposed motion based on Patrick's text that no CAA nominees can participate in discussions or vote on themselves or any other CAA nominee.  “Eliminate any actual or perceived conflict of interest by not allowing any CAA nominee who is a current Board member, Awards Committee Chair, or Executive Director to participate in the discussions or votes on themselves or any other CAA nominees.  This pertains to the Board/AC Chair/ED review of CAA nominees and their nominating statements.” The Motion was seconded by Christoper and passed by all Board members.

MOTION to disallow Self Nominations for the CAA:  Horacio Pugliese introduced a motion to disallow self-nominations for the Career Achievement Award. This was seconded by Christoper Short.  The Board passed the motion unanimously.

New Business
There was no new business raised.

MOTION to Close:  A motion to close meeting was made by Brian Gonzalez and seconded by Roberta McHatton. The motion passed by all Board members present.
